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Welcome to the 3rd NAHE newsletter.  
 

By now the exam season is well underway and we wish all our young people the very best. 
We also want to pass on our huge thanks to the many staff across the hospital education 
sector for all their hard work and dedication in teaching and preparing the students at this 
time. 
 

NAHE is now officially registered with Companies House and we received our certificate of 
incorporation this week. In other exciting news, the updated website has now gone ‘live’ 
and can be found at www.nahe.org.uk 
 

Please have a look at the website and let us know what you think. There is lots of infor-
mation to be found and we have started to build a list of medical needs provisions across 
the country. If your organisation is not yet included, then please email us details 
(admin@nahe.org.uk). 
 

There is a separate members’ area which will have additional content. Invoices will be sent 
out in the first week of June and members will then receive login details for this part of the 
website. We hope that as many of you will join NAHE and help it grow and develop in the 
future. 
 

In the last few weeks, OFSTED have published the new framework and the results of their 
consultation exercise. Many thanks to those who contributed to our survey which allowed 
us to submit an NAHE response. Thanks also to those who responded individually and gave 
a voice to children with medical needs. 
 

The long-awaiting Timpson report and government response was also published recently, 
and we hope you have been able to read the details which we circulated last week. There 
will be more on this issue going forward. 
 

It is worth highlighting a few events that are planned (details in the newsletter or on the 
website): 

• Head teacher & Leaders network meeting – 20th / 21st June (London) 

• SEND / SENCO meeting – 21st June (London) 

• NAHE national conference & AGM – 18th October (Leicester) 

• Working on the Wards Day – 8th November (Birmingham) 
 

We are also pleased that Hugh Kitchen from Oxfordshire Hospital School has offered to 

coordinate the NAHE maths network. More details will follow soon but if you are interest-

ed then please contact Hugh (hugh.kitchen@ohs.oxon.sch.uk) 

 

We hope you have a wonderful half-term break and hopefully the start of a 

very warm summer. 
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Plastic Pollution 

A new free resource kit for primary schools aims to help chil-
dren learn about plastic pollution in our waterways and ex-
plore the concept of the circular economy. Aimed at KS2 chil-
dren, the kit has been created by environmental charity, Hub-
bub. It includes a teaching guide with lesson plans, a video and 
activity sheets to help raise awareness and educate children on 
the issue of plastic litter in our canals, rivers and oceans. The 
free-to-download Plastic Fishing Education Kit is full of ideas to 
engage children with activities, simple experiments with plastic 
waste and will show them how to develop an action plan to 
reduce waste and improve recycling at school. See https://
www.hubbub.org.uk/faqs/plastic-fishing-for-primary-schools 

Latest News 
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Education Technology 

The Education Secretary has launched the £10m 
EdTech Strategy as announced in January and set 
out his vision to transform the role of technology 
in education. He also reiterated previously-
announced plans to appoint a series of 
“demonstrator schools” to share expertise and 
said some schools would act as “testbeds” to help 
develop and pilot new tools. Further details are 
yet to be announced. See  https://www.gov.uk/
government/speeches/damian-hinds-speech-at-
the-schools-and-academies-show-2019 Related 
to this, the DfE has issued:-  
 

• Choosing the right broadband for your 
school, see https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/choosing-the-
right-broadband-for-your-school 

• Assessing your school ICT infrastructure, see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/assessing-your-school-ict-
infrastructure  

• Using technology in education, see https://
www.gov.uk/government/collections/using-
technology-in-education  

• Realising the potential of technology in edu-
cation, see https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/realising-the-
potential-of-technology-in-education    

• This is the key document and outlines the 10 
key “challenges” for education technology. 
Moving your school to the cloud, see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/moving-your-school-to-the-
cloud    

Inspiring the future 

Have trouble getting people in from local business and industry 
to inspire, mentor, support CV writing and interview skills? 
Then lookat https://www.inspiringthefuture.org/ Inspiring the 
Future. It is a charity which links education providers and em-
ployers, which many volunteers across the country, including 
those who have SEND needs and 'hidden disabiiities'. AND it is 
all free! Why not register today? 
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Teaching Resource 

Penguin and the National Literacy Trust have 
launched a free teaching resource inspired by 
Michelle Obama’s bestselling memoir, Becoming, 
to boost secondary students’ literacy skills, 
leadership abilities and confidence. Building on 
Becoming’s central themes of empowerment 
through education and the important role of self
-belief in achieving your potential, the new 
teaching resource features a range of activities 
designed to give students in Key Stages 3-5 new 
opportunities to use and develop their reading, 
writing, speaking and listening skills. The re-
source also includes a wealth of motivational 
materials for students, including excerpts from 
Becoming, a video link to Michelle Obama’s Pen-
guin Talks event with students at Elizabeth Gar-
rett Anderson School in London, and a clip of her 
final speech as First Lady of the United States.  
 
See https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/
michelle-obama-becoming-teaching-resource/ 

Summer 2019 

 

Poverty  

Poverty is harming children's capacity to learn and it's getting 
worse, suggests a survey of teachers. Pupils who go to school 
hungry from cramped, noisy homes where they can't sleep 
properly, struggle to learn. More than 8,600 NEU members 
from across the UK responded to an online survey between 
March 20 and April 3. Of these, an overwhelming 91% said pov-
erty was a factor in limiting children's capacity to learn, with 
almost half (49%) deeming it a major factor. Among state 
school teachers, the figures rose to 97% and 52%. Overall, half 
the teachers who responded said pupil poverty was worse than 
in 2016. Poverty was not necessarily confined to families where 
no one works but also affects homes with "parents working 
hard in jobs but still not able to get the basics". About three-
quarters blamed poverty for children falling asleep in lessons, 
being unable to concentrate and behaving badly. About half 
said their students had experienced hunger or ill health as a 
result of poverty, and more than a third said pupils were some-
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Children suffering anxiety, depression and other low-level men-
tal health conditions face a postcode lottery when seeking 
treatment, research has shown. There are wide disparities in 
spending per child in different parts of England with more than 
a third of areas seeing a real-terms fall in spending on these 
services. This is despite soaring demand and increased govern-
ment funding for children’s mental health nationally, the study 
by the children’s commissioner for England found.  
 
See https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/
early-access-to-mental-health-support/ 
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MEETING 
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WORKING ON THE 

WARDS DAY 
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Events 

 
 
 

 

Date: Friday 21st June 
Time: 10:30—15:00 
Location:   Art Workers’ Guild, 6 Queen Square, Bloomsbury, London,  
 WC1N 3AT 
Cost:   £30 including light lunch.  Please advise of dietary requirements when booking. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
The event is for SEND leaders and SENCO’s to network and share experience, skills and exper-
tise including at least two short presentations on topics such as Assessment for pupils with 
PMLD (The Engagement Profile) and ELKLAN (support for students with speech, language and 
communication needs).  These sessions will focus on best practice and current legislation/
initiatives.  The network meeting will also cover :- 

• Carrying out a skills audit to find out about areas of expertise within the group 

• To agree the most effective way to gather information about skills and expertise amongst 
the wider hospital school SEND-teaching population 

• To explore the SEND priorities at different hospital schools and current national SEND is-
sues and developments 

• To discuss the possible creation of SEND sub groups (e.g. PMLD, mental health etc.) within 
the NAHE SEND strand. 

• To identify future CPD needs. 
 
There are 15 places available with a minimum of 8 to be booked for the event to go ahead. 
 
Once numbers are confirmed an email will be sent with the agenda together with additional 
information for delegates. 
 
Please book via Eventbrite using the link below: 
                       
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/senco-send-lead-network-meeting-tickets-61100606559  

______________________________________________________ 

Date: Friday 8th November 2019 
Time: 08:30—15:30 
Location:   Macdonald Burlington Hotel, Burlington Arcade, 126 New Street, Birmingham  
 B2 4JQ 
Cost:   £40 - Tea/Coffee/pastries during breaks, Hot Buffet Lunch. Please advise of dietary  
 requirements when booking. 
 
A conference for leaders/teachers/support staff to enhance their ward teaching within a hospi-
tal setting.  The day includes sharing ideas & resources, newsflashes from across the hospital 
regions, choices of workshops and guest speakers. 
 
There are a maximum 75 places available. 
 
Once numbers are confirmed an agenda with choice of workshops will be sent out to dele-
gates. 
 
Please book via Eventbrite using the link below: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/working-on-the-wards-day-tickets-62040272124  
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Forthcoming Event 

 

NAHE Head Teacher / Leader Conference 
20th – 21st June 2019, south London 

Strategic Leadership in Hospital Education 

A 1½ day conference for hospital education head teachers / leaders across hospital schools, medical PRUs, 

and other hospital education services. 

There are 40 places limited to one place per organisation for just £75 

This is the first NAHE Head Teacher / leader conference taking place Thursday 20th June through to midday 

on Friday 21st June 2019. 

AGENDA (to be confirmed) 

New OFSTED Framework 

Academisation and alternative models of collaboration 

Ethical leadership  

Hospital education funding  

Other national updates 
 

These will be partnered with sessions based on your concerns, informing the future strategic direction of 

the NAHE. 

Once your place is confirmed, we will be asking you for your top area of concern for hospital education.  

Three areas will be chosen for the conference from amongst proposals. 

Attached are details of the venue (The Park College) 

Please book via Eventbrite using the link below or QR Code :-    

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nahe-headteacher-conference-tickets-59948261865  

There are many accommodation options available within easy reach. 
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Forthcoming Event 

 

The Park College Conference Centre is delighted to be hosting the NAHE Head Teacher conference in our beautiful setting. We are 

a Special Needs College in Southwark for young people with autism aged 19-25. We prepare students for independent adult life, 

teach employment skills and support students into work.  

Our students will host and provide the catering and hospitality throughout the event. This will include fresh pastries, tea and  

coffee on arrival, refreshments throughout the day and a range of vegetarian sandwiches for lunch on day one.   

 Please let us know of any allergies or dietary requirements when booking.   

Accessibility: The college is housed in a grade 2 listed building. Unfortunately lifts or ramps for access cannot be in-

stalled. All rooms have step access.  

How to find us: The Park College, Bishops House, 5 Kennington Park Place, London, SE11 4AS.   
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By public transport: The nearest tube stations are; Kennington: 6-minute walk, Oval: 9-minute walk, Elephant & Castle tube and 

rail 16-minute walk or buses 133/155/333/415 from bus stop P & get off bus stop Z Kennington Road, then a 4-minute walk.   

The Park College                                                                                                              www.theparkcollege.org 

Bishops House, 5 Kennington Park Place, London,  SE11 4AS 



Gloucestershire Hospital Education Service - Head Teacher post 

   

Gloucestershire Hospital Education Service is looking for a new Head Teacher with job being advertised soon. Inter-

views are expected to be held on 20th June (to start in January 2020 or sooner). Please share with your contacts / net-

works. 

 

A message from Annalise Price-Thomas, the current head teacher: 

 

“This is such a wonderful job opportunity to work in a beautiful part of the county, with a talented and capable team of 

staff and lots of exciting innovations and projects for someone to get their teeth in to.  The Head of GHES would be an 

ideal post for a current Deputy Head of a Hospital School or a medical PRU or an existing Head looking for a new chal-

lenge or to relocate. Gloucestershire (the Cotswolds) is a fabulous place. 

 

If anyone would like to have an informal conversation with me about the role or about GHES more generally then 

please email me in the first instance (annalise.price-thomas@gloucestershire.gov.uk)” 
  

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/hospital-education/ 
 

 

Vacancies 

National Association For Hospital Education 

 

Registered Address 

Willow Bank School 

Simmins Crescent 

Eyres Monsell 

Leicester 

LE2 9AH 

 

Telephone:  0116 2298137 

 

Administrator:  Lynn White 

 

Email: admin@nahe.org.uk 

 

Website: www.nahe.org.uk 

Twitter @NAHEUK  

 

 

 

  

Future Events/Dates for your diary 

• Head Teacher Network Meeting 

 *  Thursday 20th/Friday 21st June 2019 

  The Park College, London 

• SENCo & SEND Lead Network Meeting 

 *  Friday 21st June 

  Art Workers’ Guild, London 

• Annual NAHE Conference 

 *  Friday 18th October 2019 (Leicester) 

• Working on the Wards Day 

 * Friday 8th November 2019 

 

Finally….. 

The DfE has issued updated “Supporting excellent school resource 
management, help and support for schools to reduce cost pressures 
and make every pound count”.  
See  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-
excellent-school-resource-management 
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