
NAHE update 14.9.20 
 
Hello everyone 
I hope you have had a successful first full week back. Just to let you know that the updates may 
not come weekly - we will just send them out when we have information to share! Please keep 
your comments and feedback coming! 
 
Accompanying documentation - this has been pulled together with other colleagues and is 
some reflections and top tips from heads who have already experienced having to deal with 
Covid-19 infections. It also includes a list of questions you may get asked if you get a phone call 
from Health and Safety Executive. Also attached is a checklist that you can use to go through 
should you get an infection.  
Please give us any feedback you might have or top tips so that we can keep the document up to 
date and share our learning. Thanks 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE - Survey about whether hospital schools are open for face to face 
teaching - no-one has updated or completed this survey this week. PLEASE can I ask you to 
do this for me as we are trying to get a feel for how many children’s education is impacted by 
not being able to access face to face teaching whilst they are in hospital. The DfE are engaging 
with colleagues in the Department of Health to try to look at working together to solve some of 
the issues but if we don’t know, we can’t pass on your concerns. Thanks. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u82hsAs8P51HoJbwDehS0oXuOKKxIPl6SrRV0RMwww0/edi
t  
 
#invisible children - you may remember last term I told you about a petition which was being 
launched by a parent but supported by us, to call on the government to start collecting data 
about how many children there are in our communities who have medical or mental health 
needs which prevent them from attending school. Please can I ask you to have a read and sign 
it if you agree, and more importantly, distribute through your staff, networks, family and friends? 
It would be great to think we could make a shift and get our cohorts formally recognised. 
https://www.change.org/invisiblechildren . Thank you 
 
Completing daily attendance for DfE - I know this is a pain, but please do take the time to 
complete it. The DfE are using this to ascertain when people have had to shut due to local 
lockdowns and this will trigger the laptops/devices being released. The advice is to keep these 
devices on the hospital site and not give them to children to take home. This means that they 
are available for children who may come in without devices in the future.  
 
Devices for hospital schools - some of you may have been approached by the DfE to 
participate in some research around the distribution of devices etc. I did my session on Friday 
and although all of the feedback is anonymous, the research said how impressed he has been 
with hospital schools and their forward thinking. He said that we are way ahead of our 
mainstream colleagues - well done everyone! 
 
Oak Academy - love them or detest them, they are certainly covers in glitter at the moment! We 
had a very positive meeting with Matthew Hood, the head of the Oak Academy, about not 
claiming that it is the ideal solution for pupils who are shielding or have medical needs! He said 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u82hsAs8P51HoJbwDehS0oXuOKKxIPl6SrRV0RMwww0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u82hsAs8P51HoJbwDehS0oXuOKKxIPl6SrRV0RMwww0/edit
https://www.change.org/invisiblechildren


that was not the intention, but that it was designed as a ‘go to’ solution for teachers. He has 
offered to do a webinar for us to walk us through the resources and what there is available and 
is aware that we could then take them and adapt them for our cohorts - it may be particularly 
useful in hospitals if you have a child requiring a different subject that you are not able to offer 
for example. I will let you know when this has been arranged. 
 
Briefing from an Expert Medical Panel - we were invited to a briefing last week with an expert 
medical panel, including Jenny Harries, Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Professor Russell Viner, 
independent expert and Wendy Nicholson, Deputy Chief Nurse for Public Health England. The 
briefing was chaired by the new DfE Director General with responsibility for the COVID-19 
response, Lucy Smith. Headline messages from this briefing are summarised below. 
Do children get ill? (Susceptibility) - Children under 12 are less likely than adults to become ill 
with COVID-19. Some studies suggest children under 12 are 40 percent less likely to become ill. 
How severely do they get ill? - Children under 12 are extremely unlikely to become very ill and it 
is very uncommon for children under 12 to die. This is not to say that children under 12 never 
die. Sadly, in a very small number of cases, they do. 
Do they pass it on? (Transmission) - There is evidence that children under 12 are less likely to 
transmit the virus than adults. They play a limited role in transmission. This may be because 
they are less susceptible.  
There is less evidence in relation to young people over the age of 12, although the evidence 
suggests teenagers and young adults are as susceptible as adults. There is less information 
about transmission. 
Professor Viner said that we have built schools to transmit ideas. Sometimes, schools are 
places that transmit infections, but there is something different about this virus. Data from a 
range of countries suggests not only that children play a limited role in transmission, but also 
that schools do. This is because schools are ‘controlled environments’ – even before the system 
of controls, schools are highly contained, ordered places. Transmission does occur, but it is 
lower. 
Jenny Harries agreed with Professor Viner about the modelling in schools. She added that the 
risks are more at the boundaries – behaviours at and beyond the school gate. 
We are still waiting on full clarification on staff who are pregnant. Jenny Harries made the point 
that the risks in relation to pregnancy (and the third trimester) are not well understood. Women 
from 28 weeks gestation or with underlying health conditions may be at greater risk. The RCOG 
guidance is therefore precautionary - expectant mothers can continue to work, however greater 
adherence to stringent social distancing should be maintained from week 28 of pregnancy.  
 
Ordering additional coronavirus test kits - DfE has provided all schools with a small number 
of coronavirus test kits for use in line with this guidance. You should have now received this 
initial order; if you have not, please call the Test and Trace helpdesk at 119. 
DfE’s advice remains that people with coronavirus symptoms should book a test at a testing site 
by making a pre-booked appointment. We know that this is a challenge across the country. 
People can also order home test kits to be sent directly to them. To book an appointment or 
order a home kit, click here. These routes remain the primary channels for any individuals 
displaying coronavirus symptoms to get a test. 
Schools should order additional test kits if they have run out or are running out of test kits. The 
portal will open for you to apply for more test kits on the 16 September, via this link. Kits will be 
supplied in boxes of 10. The number of boxes available to each school will be proportionate to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/


your size. You will be able to make a new order for coronavirus test kits 21 days after you 
receive a delivery confirmation email telling you we have sent your kits. You will need a Unique 
Organisation Number (UON) to place orders for test kits. DfE has said you should receive your 
UON by email on or before 16th September. After this date, please call the Test and Trace 
helpdesk on 119 if you have not received your UON. These are only for use for people who we 
think would not bother to get a test or cannot travel to get one. We MUST not administer them 
on site. We MUST give the to parents to administer to their children - we MUST not do it for 
them. The Department for Health and Social Care have been running a series of webinars to 
explain more about the tests and testing kits which is useful to attend.  
 
Teaching School Hub applications - DfE wants to make you aware that the performance form 
and scoring criteria for special schools, alternative provision and maintained nursery schools to 
complete in order to demonstrate their eligibility to be a TSH is now available on the TSH Early 
Engagement notice on Contracts Finder. 
The performance form must be submitted via the Jaggaer portal, as part of the TSH application 
process, and DfE won’t be accepting performance forms in any other format or that are returned 
to the department by any other means. The forms will be assessed for eligibility once the round 
closes at the end of October. 
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