
NAHE update 19.10.20 
 
Happy Monday everyone! For some of you, you will be on your half term break and others, 
looking forward to it. Let’s all make a pledge that we will take some time out for ourselves, and 
do activities that make use feel good! On that note, there will be no update on Monday 2nd 
November whilst I practice what I preach!  
 
Thank you to all of those people who managed to attend the AGM - the minutes are attached 
here and can be found in the members area with all of the accompanying documentation for the 
meeting. 
 
HELP requested by DfE and us - they are proposing to change the schools (not the hospital 
schools) census (and for those of us that are AP) to collect more data about the use of AP and 
whether pupils have been referred for behaviour reasons or for medical/mental health needs. I 
know I am sad, but this is really exciting as it might give the DfE a better indication of how many 
pupils there are with medical needs in all of our settings across the country - at the moment it is 
just guesswork! If you have a kind and amenable data officer who would trial the proposed 
format (attached) we would be really grateful. Only trouble is, it needs to be done by Weds 21st 
October. Thanks as always for you support.  
 
Do you have a new hospital ward or CAMHs unit opening? Or is one of your wards going to 
have a significant increase in bed numbers? You could be eligible for additional funding from the 
DfE. Your LA needs to apply on your behalf, but they will need your support to complete the 
documentation and to provide the accompanying documentation from medical professionals to 
confirm the changes. You can find details here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-needs-funding-arrangements-2021-to-
2022/hospital-education-funding-guidance  
 
Oak National Academy - is anyone using the resources from Oak for their teaching? If you are, 
please can you get in touch and share with us how you are using it?  
We have arranged a webinar with the creators on Tuesday 17th Nov at 4pm where we can ask 
questions and if required, ask them to produce some bespoke resources for us. We will be 
joining with colleagues from PRUsAP - details below:  
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Nov 17, 2020 04:00 PM London 
Topic: PRUsAP NAHE Oak National Academy 
 Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/92550725598?pwd=OGF2bnJVMVZ6ZU96cFpwaG9zTkh2UT09 
Passcode: 056686 
 
Catch up premium - are you struggling to find out what you have been allocated? Snap! The 
DfE has listed all AP in the special schools category. You can search for your establishment by 
using the ‘find’ option in the spreadsheet.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium-
provisional-allocations  

 
HSE on-site inspections - we have been made aware that the HSE has been visiting without it 
being triggered by a call. DfE confirmed that on-site inspections have now started and will be 



taking place over the coming weeks and after half term. HSE have confirmed that there are 
three circumstances in which a visit might take place: 

● A concern has been raised by someone (e.g. a member of staff, parent etc) to HSE 
about the school – which is possible at any time under health and safety law, but is of 
course more likely at present due to COVID-related concerns  

● Concerns were raised based on the spot check call, or the school failed to provide 
someone to speak to HSE for a spot check call after 3 attempts. 

● A visit is scheduled to a school not on the list for a spot check call, to consider their 
COVID control measures, as part of validation of the process. 

  
DfE acknowledged that there has clearly been some miscommunication or misunderstanding 
between DfE and HSE, as they were not aware of visits being conducted under the last bullet 
point.  HSE have set out that this is part of their role as regulator, and something that they are 
able to do at any time. They accept that unlike some other sectors, they routinely have less 
interaction with the school system and that these visits may feel worrying and burdensome now.  
HSE do intend for the inspections to feel supportive and proportionate. The framework for 
conducting the inspections is the PHE-endorsed system of controls and more broadly the 
guidance for the full opening of schools.  Inspections should be preceded by a call from the 
inspector to arrange a suitable time, and the time should not be imposed.    
HSE also confirmed: 

●  All inspectors should have HSE ID – if they do not present it to the school, the school 
should refuse entry. 

● All inspectors will expect to follow any control measures set out by the school 
● Inspectors are likely to want to talk to a union representative on their visit and, to enable 

that representative to feel able to speak freely, they are likely want to meet them alone. 
  
In most cases, the most any school will receive from an inspection is advice on how to improve. 
However, it is possible that inspectors will identify more significant issues that lead to a 
‘notification of contravention.’ These invoke a charging regime, in which the school will be 
expected to pay a fee to cover costs of the inspection. These notifications/fee charges are part 
of HSE’s regulatory enforcement role and apply to all sectors. 
  
Exams in 2021 – Ministerial Statement - Last Monday, the Secretary of State made a Statement 
in which he outlined that GCSE and A-level exams next summer will go ahead. Key points are: 
  

● Most exams will be delayed by about three weeks, taking place between 7th June and 
2nd July. One maths and one English GCSE exam will be held just before the May 
half-term, giving any Year 11 pupil who needs to self-isolate during the exam period 
the best possible chance of still taking a paper in each of these core subjects. Some A 
and AS levels with typically very small numbers of students entering will also be 
scheduled in the days just before half term. 

● Awarding organisations will align the timing of vocational and technical qualifications 
with that for GCSEs, AS and A levels. 

● Results days will be Tuesday 24th August for A and AS levels and Friday 27th August 
for GCSEs. 

● Subject-level changes to exams and assessments outlined in the public consultation 
carried out earlier this year by the exams’ regulator, Ofqual, are confirmed. 

● Ofqual will support the Government in developing contingency arrangements, and the 
results of this planning and ongoing discussions with the sector will be published later 
in the Autumn. 



A member of the AP Stakeholder group has been invited to the exams group in order to ensure 
that the needs of our pupils are also considered in the consultations and decisions.  
  

New Resources - SEND Hub. Aimed at professionals, parents/carers, children and young 
people, particularly those with SEND, care experienced and LGBTQ+, the Inclusive Digital 
Safety Hub is a collaboration between Internet Matters and South West Grid for Learning to 
empower parents, carers, and professionals with tailored advice and insight to make meaningful 
interventions in the lives of children and young people most likely to experience online risks. It’s 
the first of its kind. There's a lot of information so put a little time aside to take a look HERE. 

 
New resource from Department for Culture, Media and Sport - Covid-19 misinformation DCMS 
have released a new resource, essentially an online game. Called Play Go Viral it shows the 
tactics used to spread false information online in order to raise the awareness of these tactics 
with children. Click HERE to view the game. 
Updates to Governance handbook and competency framework (DfE) - The DfE's Governance 
handbook for Academy trusts and maintained schools has been updated. Listed below are the 
changes that are relevant to safeguarding. A full list of changes can be found in the Governance 
Handbook on page 8. 
2.2.8. The board should ensure they facilitate a whole school or trust approach to safeguarding, 
ensuring safeguarding and child protection are at the forefront and underpin all relevant aspects 
of process and policy. 
3.4.2 School visits 
40. Due to coronavirus, if governors or academy trustees wish to visit a school, they should 
speak with the school leader and work out a pragmatic solution that takes into consideration the 
school’s risk assessment, and how the health and safety of any visitors, alongside staff and 
pupils, will be protected. 
6.6.3 Safer recruitment 
New section for safer recruitment to emphasise its importance 
Download the documents here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-
handbook 
 
Governance: structures and role descriptors - Guidance documents for structures and role 
descriptors in governance have also been published, one for maintained schools, the other for 
Academy Trusts. From a safeguarding perspective, it is the section on Link Governor/Academy 
Trustee for safeguarding that is particularly relevant.mmDownload the Governance structures 
and roles here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-structures-and-roles 
 
 
 
 


