
NAHE update 16.11.20 
 
Morning everyone - hope you are all keeping well as we move into week 3 of our national 
lockdown. 
Thanks to everyone who has returned their NAHE application forms with details - if you haven't 
yet done so, please can you do that this week? We want to get lists out to the subject network 
leads so that we can get our first meetings in place before Xmas - we know you are busy so 
appreciate your support. 
Have a good week  
 
Using Oak Academy resources for hospital education - Webinar - apologies that I gave you the 
wrong date last week - to confirm this will be on Tuesday 17th November 4 - 5.30pm. You can 
find the link here: 
https://zoom.us/j/92550725598?pwd=OGF2bnJVMVZ6ZU96cFpwaG9zTkh2UT09 
It will be recorded and will be hosted on the Oak Academy website, with a link from the NAHE 
site.  
 
Eating disorders article - colleagues from the Royal Free Hospital School have written a really 
great article that appeared in the TES - you can find it here: 
https://www.tes.com/magazine/article/fighting-rise-eating-disorders  
 
Guardian article - about the increasing number of children refusing to go to school - can’t rather 
than won’t 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/nov/14/it-was-damaging-him-the-spiralling-numbe
r-of-children-refusing-to-go-to-school  
 
Research on covid transmission in schools - paper (Article taken from Schools Week) 
A report endorsed by the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies, published at the end of last 
week, found that although infection levels among young people started to increase in 
September, that growth may have started “before the reopening of schools”.  Since schools 
reopened in September, Public Health England figures show there have been more than 1,000 
cases in education settings of two or more confirmed Covid cases.  But the report adds:  “There 
is no current direct evidence that transmission within schools plays a significant contributory role 
in driving increased rates of infection among children, but neither is there direct evidence to 
suggest otherwise.”  Although the paper said there was “low confidence” in this assessment.  It 
comes after the Office for National Statistics’s latest infection survey showed that the highest 
positivity rates are now seen in secondary school-aged children, older teenagers and young 
adults, “although rates are now decreasing amongst older teenagers and young adults”. The 
SAGE report has been published alongside another document setting out the “benefits of 
remaining in education”, which concluded that school closures “put educational outcomes at 
risk”, impaired the physical and mental health of children and had a “particularly adverse” impact 
on disadvantaged pupils. It comes as a debate about the safety of schools continues to rage on. 
The National Education Union has called for the partial closure of schools during the current 
lockdown, while headteachers’ unions ASCL and the NAHT have said they agree with ministers 
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that they should remain open.  SAGE’s report found that prevalence of Covid-19 in school-age 
children had “risen significantly” in the first wave, and that the rise in prevalence was “first visible 
around the time that schools reopened”. However, it said that while this “may be indicative of a 
potential role for school opening, causation, including the extent to which transmission is 
occurring in schools, is unproven and difficult to establish”.  Epidemiological data and modelling 
showed “signals of increasing transmission, and epidemic growth, in the wider population before 
the reopening of schools”, the report added. The report also found that although teenagers have 
played a “significantly higher role in introducing infection into households” since September, 
transmission to children can occur in the household and the community as well as in schools. 

It also pointed to evidence that mixing outside the home “continued to occur during school 
closures”.  The report also states that Office for National Statistics data “indicates that the 
transmissibility from children aged 2-11 and 12-16 is no different or very similar to that from 
adults”. But, the rate at which children aged two to 16 bring infections into the household “was 
found to be higher than for adults”.  “For those aged 12 to 16 there was a marked increase in 
the period after schools opened.” The report also looked at the risks to school staff, and pointed 
to ONS data which shows “no difference in the positivity rates of primary and secondary school 
teachers and other worker groups”. 

NAHE representation - John Ivens recently attended the All Parliamentary Group for SEND on 
behalf of NAHE although this is not as interactive as we would like! Cath Kitchen attended the 
Medical and Scientific Panel with Schools and submitted some questions beforehand. They 
mainly focussed on the findings of the SAGE report (above) but did produce the attached 
briefing paper alongside which is helpful. Cath is also attending the meeting with DfE 
attendance colleagues next week - thank you to those of you who have responded to the 
request for information to take to that meeting.  

Lets talk about it - further information about prevention of terrorism in this time of hegithed risk - 
website on prevention of terrorism with resources for teaching staff 
https://www.ltai.info/downloads/ 
 
Mental health resources - this is a useful summary of all sorts of different useful resources, 
some covid related, some more generic 
https://lpec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Mental-Health-Resources-List-Back-to-School-V
3.pdf  
 
Among Us - have you come across this new game? Worth checking out some of the possible 
risk associated with it before they arise in your setting. Internet Matters is a really good resource  
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/is-among-us-multiplayer-game-safe-for-children
/  
 
TES Awards - following in the footsteps of Oxfordshire Hospital School last year, Hospital and 
Outreach AP Academy (Northamptonshire) were awarded the Innovative Use of IT award for the 
AV1 telepresence robots project. Although HOE was the lead organisation, it involved many of 

https://www.ltai.info/downloads/
https://lpec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Mental-Health-Resources-List-Back-to-School-V3.pdf
https://lpec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Mental-Health-Resources-List-Back-to-School-V3.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/is-among-us-multiplayer-game-safe-for-children/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/is-among-us-multiplayer-game-safe-for-children/


our NAHE colleagues as collaborative partners so is an award for us all. More importantly, it 
keeps pupils with medical needs in the limelight at a national level.  
 
Latest LGO rulings - always useful to keep an eye on any local government ombudsman reports 
that refer to education for pupils with medical needs. Have a read of these 2 cases:  
Hampshire County Council (19 000 063) - Summary: Mrs X says the Council failed to 
arrange alternative education for her son when he was absent from school for medical reasons 
in the autumn of 2018 and between April and September 2019. There was fault by the Council 
because it did not properly consider its duties to provide alternative education. The Council 
agreed to address the injustice to Mrs X and her son through a financial remedy. 

City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council (19 009 676) - Summary: Mrs X complained 
the Council failed to provide suitable alternative education for her daughter after she became 
unable to attend school. Mrs X also complained the Council took too long to issue an Education, 
Health and Care plan. She said her daughter had missed out on education and was socially 
isolated. The Council has agreed to pay Mrs X’s daughter £3,500 for missed education and to 
pay Mrs X £400 for the avoidable time and trouble caused in raising this complaint. 
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