
Well here it is, Merry Christmas ….’  - we will spare you the song (you will be glad to know) 
but take this opportunity in the last update of 2020 (glad to see that year go!) to wish you, 
your staff, your pupils and your families a happy and healthy Christmas looking forward to a 
hopeful 2021. 
Take some time to apply your ‘oxygen mask’, relax and recharge. 
Very best wishes from everyone at NAHE  

 
The reintroduction hub  - free session Weds 16th Dec at 4pm where you can find out more 
about this resource with ideas for supporting students mental health: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reintroduction-hub-supporting-the-emotional-health-of-our-
students-tickets-132567620321 
  
Oftsed  - The latest update from Ofsted,  issued yesterday, confirms that there will be a 
phased return to inspection from January 2021. There is no plan to carry out graded 
inspections before the summer term 
From January Ofsted will resume monitoring inspections of schools judged inadequate at 
their previous inspection and some schools graded as requires improvement. These will not 
result in a grade. 
Routine inspections, which result in a school being awarded a new grade or being confirmed 
in its current grade, will resume in the summer term. 
Full information can be found here. 
  
Consultation on changes to KCSIE -  
The DfE has opened a consultation on proposed changes to the KCSIE statutory guidance, 
which would come into effect from September 2021. There are also corresponding proposed 
changes to the advice on sexual harassment between children in schools and colleges. 
  
Proposed changes/questions: 
  

 Governing bodies and proprietors should be given the freedom to require some staff 
(those not regularly working directly with children) to be familiar with a shortened 
version of KCSIE Part one. This is because it may be the case that the level of 
detail in the full Part one obscures the basic message for such staff: “if you see 
something, say something.” This shortened version of Part one will be in Annex A. 

 Additional content was added to the 2020 KCSIE on child criminal exploitation, child 
sexual exploitation and violence in Part one and Annex B. Should any additional 
changes be made? 

 Annex G holds a list of the changes for each paragraph being proposed. Some of this 
is to improve the flow of the document but some changes add extra detail. 

 Profile of online safety is raised within the main body of the guidance. However, no 
new burdens are added in relation to this. 

 Updated guidance on DSLs to clarify the type of additional support that the Children 
In Need review has shown can help improve the educational outcomes of children 
who need and have needed a social worker. Seeking further information about the 
work being done by DSLs, including how many hours are spent fulfilling the role. 

 Part three potentially over focuses on DBS checking as part of safer recruitment and 
does not place enough emphasis on an ongoing culture of vigilance. There are no 
changes to statutory requirements but there are additions in relation to how a safer 
culture could be achieved, for example through the wording of job adverts. 

 There are no proposed changes to the statutory requirements relating to allegations 
of abuse made against teachers and other staff (Part four of KCSIE), but there are 



proposed changes to the guidance. In particular these are to do with the need for 
schools and colleges to ensure they understand local authority arrangements for 
managing allegations, and how to manage allegations that do not meet the LADO 
threshold. 

 Proposed changes to Part five (child on child sexual violence and sexual 
harassment) include an introduction at the start of the section, highlighting that this 
form of abuse can be conducted by a group – not just an individual perpetrator, 
strengthening advice that staff should act immediately on concerns and not wait for 
a disclosure, additional advice on how to respond to an initial report. 

 There are questions about the sort of training that the board level safeguarding lead 
has undertaken to support them in this role. This is part of the ‘expanding our 
evidence base’ section. 

 There are also questions in this section about the extent to which schools have in 
place procedures for managing ‘low-level’ concerns (those that don’t meet the 
threshold). This section is not part of the proposed changes but is about seeking 
evidence of schools’ existing practice. 

 Should KCSIE include guidance to support schools and colleges in keeping 
international students safe? 

 Should advice regarding race and racist abuse be included in KCSIE? 
 Are schools’ recording systems appropriate and used effectively? 
 Seeking general feedback on the usefulness of KCSIE. 

  
In the new year, NAHE will submit a response to this consultation. We will be putting out a 
form to gather your views and would encourage you to get in touch if you would like to share 
your thoughts on the specific matters of the consultation. We would also encourage you to 
submit your own response. The deadline for submission to DfE is 11:45pm on March 4th 
2021. 
  
Update to Working Together document- The DfE has issued “Working together to 
safeguard children, statutory guidance on inter-agency working to safeguard and promote 
the welfare of children. See https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-
to-safeguard-children--2  
Ofqual is consulting on support materials and advance information in 2021 GCSE, AS 
and A level exams, with a deadline of Dec 20. See 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/support-materials-and-advance-information-in-
2021-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams    https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-
seeks-views-about-exam-advance-information  
The first principle they are seeking opinions on is that the advanced information “should not 
be so detailed that students are able to memorise answer to write in the exam”.  The 
second is that the information should “not be so extensive or specific that it will damage a 
student’s progression to higher level qualifications in the summer”          It should still be 
possible to “possible to identify stronger and weaker candidates, despite the use of 
advance information. It shouldn’t allow students to predict the questions and prepare 
answers in advance.” 
Fancy being a DfE external expert? The DfE started recruiting 200 “external experts” two 
years ago under a £10 million contract About 100 experts have been recruited. But the 
department is reopening bidding for the Register of External Experts – with new areas of 
expertise and those on the list having to reapply. New categories include alternative 
provision, special educational needs and behaviour, on top of pre-existing policy areas that 
include general education and university technical colleges. See https://www.government-
online.net/department-for-education-register-of-external-experts-2021-2025/  
Careers network - thank you to colleagues who joined the network last week but we know 
that there are more of your out there! We are trying to gather ideas together about a 
programme of collaboration and CPD so if you couldn’t make it and would like to contribute, 
please can you take 5 mins to complete the survey? 



Thanks.  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11fZuE_8yiaiSH2H8AYbEaXBmx4ajSzqvmATfJk
Oz1jw/edit#responses  
More research papers - couple more papers have been added to the research area in the 
members section - check them out. Interesting site from Australia - 
http://www.kidsresearch.org.au/research/clinical-sciences/children%E2%80%99s-hospital-
education-research-institute-cheri 
 


