
Hello everyone and welcome to this weeks update. I hope you are all coping and looking 
forward to wearing your Christmas jumpers on Friday! 
 
 
We need your help with this survey - Keeley (from Leeds) needs some responses from 
educational professionals who have worked with young people who have had a cancer 
diagnosis. Keeley is part of the steering group for this project from Children's Cancer and 
Leukaemia Group - CCL and the group is looking to hear your opinions on what kind of 
research is most important. At the end of the project, they will release the top 10 research 
priorities chosen by survivors, parents, family members, patients and professionals. Please 
help out by completing the survey by 31st December: https://cclg.uk/2QOLPhZ 
 
 
Commissioning documentation - local authorities are starting to produce commissioning 
documents/service level agreements for our settings. Bristol Local Authority is interested in 
any documents that people have already in place. If you are willing to share, please could 
you contact Jim Bowyer from Bristol Hospital and Home Education Service on 
jim.bowyer@bristol-schools.uk directly? 
 
 
Subject network groups - thanks to Elena for organising the maths network group last week - 
30 people attended 
This week, it is the careers network - just a reminder of the zoom link: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86955156577?pwd=b2RRS3pVaVJKQllYV3BVUEhRS3pCUT09 
Meeting ID: 869 5515 6577 
Passcode: 859796 
 
 
Oak Festive Activity Pack may be of interest.  The activities are designed to connect 
students, families and schools in what will be a very different (and for many isolating) build 
up to Christmas. They can't replace pantomimes and parties but hope the activities can help 
spread some festive cheer. They have lots of schools from across the country signed up and 
would love your schools to join in the fun! 
  
New documents on the NAHE website - check out  
Exploring the relationships between teacher workload and target setting’ GSR, Research 
Report November 2020 
Ofsted: Characteristics of stuck and unstuck schools 
Ofsted: Annual Report 2019 - 2020 
  
Exams 2021 -  

 More generous grading than usual, in line with national outcomes from 2020. 
 Students receiving advance notice of some topic areas covered in GCSE, AS and A 

levels to focus revision. 
 Exam aids - like formula sheets - provided in some exams giving students more 

confidence and reducing the amount of information they need to memorise. 
 Additional exams to give students a second chance to sit a paper if the main exams 

or assessments are missed due to illness or self-isolation. 
 If students miss one or more exams due to self-isolation or sickness but have still 

completed a proportion of their qualification, they will still receive a grade. 
 If a student misses all their assessments in a subject, they will have the opportunity 

to sit a single contingency paper per subject held shortly after the main exams. 
This will take place between 28 June to 16 July 2021 and timetabled to allow at 



least a 10-day gap after each subject’s final paper in the main series. Work has 
started on writing this timetable. 

 In the extreme case where a student has a legitimate reason to miss all their papers, 
then a validated teacher informed assessment can be used, only once all chances 
to sit an exam have passed. 

 Students who have been considered and approved by their school to take their 
exams at home will sit their exams under normal exam conditions specified by the 
awarding organisation if parents and students agree. This already happens in a 
very small number of cases each year. 

  
The Government will set out further detail on this process, and on adaptations to exams, in 
the new year.  DfE has published guidance today which sets out measures agreed between 
DfE and Ofqual for the 2021 summer exam series. 
  
Remote education - the government has now strengthened the remote education 
expectations guidance  by requiring schools to set the following amount of work each day: 
  

 Primary: 3 hours per day, on average, across the school cohort 
 Secondary: 4 hours per day, with more pupils working towards formal qualifications 

this year 
  
It also stipulates that schools are expected to: 
  

 have systems for checking, at least weekly, whether pupils are engaging with their 
work, and inform parents immediately where engagement is a concern 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum using questions and 
other suitable tasks, and provide feedback, at least weekly, using digitally 
facilitated or whole-class feedback where appropriate 

  
A new ‘Get help with remote education’ landing page has been created from where you can 
access guidance and resources relating to remote education. There is also a new date for a 
webinar, hosted by Ark English Mastery, aimed at supporting middle leaders with remote 
education. 
  
School governance update – December 2020 edition  - This latest governance update 
includes the following:   

 Governing and trust boards should continue to take a pragmatic approach to their 
meetings. In line with regional or national restrictions, and guidance on social 
distancing, boards should continue with their alternative meeting arrangements 
where possible but could consider whether a blended approach of face-to-face and 
virtual meetings would be appropriate if needed. 

 A reminder that governors and trustees can go into schools if considered essential 
(and properly risk-assessed). 

 The ‘View my financial insights’ tool has been updated. It provides insights into the 
financial positions and performance of a trust. Board members can access it with 
the help of their trust’s finance team. 

 There will be a series of 6 webinars on diverse governance, running from now up to 
March 2021. You can sign up here. 

 Information about the ‘Something’s Not Right’ campaign regarding young people at 
risk of harm. More information here. 

 A reminder for trustees about schools’ duty to provide remote learning and the free-
to-use digital platforms which are available to support schools. More information 
here. 



 Information about the transition from the EU and how this relates to schools and 
trusts. There is a collection of information for schools and a transition checker. 

  
Ambition Institute curriculum webinar – 9 December 4.30pm  - Join Ambition for their free 
webinar on ‘Tackling lost learning through curriculum design’. There is a great line-up. All 
three speakers are published curriculum authors and active school leaders: Sonia 
Thompson, Kat Howard and Oli Knight. The webinar starts at 4.30pm on Wednesday 
9th  December and you can sign up here. It’s also an opportunity to find out more about 
Ambition’s Curriculum for Senior Leaders programme and how to apply for their February 
cohort. 
  
YouTube - a parents decision guide - Common Sense Media have put together a handy little 
guide that would be useful to send out to parents called 'Parents Decision Guide to YouTube 
for Young Kids'. 
Remote education webinars – Ark English Mastery - The remote education webinars are 
school-led webinars to help share good practice. Ark English Mastery will be hosting a series 
of webinars for curriculum and subject leaders on making the curriculum work remotely. 
These webinars will focus on some of the difficult decisions curriculum and subject leaders 
have had to make this year to maintain curriculum integrity. You can register to attend via 
Zoom on: 

 9 December 2020 at 4pm (waiting list only) 
 10 December 2020 at 4pm 

If you are unable to attend, a recording of the webinar will be available to watch after the live 
event through the Department for Education YouTube channel. 
Nobody is normal - Childline has launched a new campaign which aims to help children 
understand that lacking confidence, feeling not good enough or that you don’t fit in, is a 
shared experience. Figures show that the monthly average number of Childline counselling 
sessions about eating and body image disorders increased by 32% on the pre=lockdown 
average, and the monthly average number of sessions about sexuality and gender identity 
increased by 16%.  https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/normal  

 


