
Good morning everyone and welcome to the last week in January. As I write this, I am 
looking out at deep snow - as if dealing with Covid is not bad enough, now having to plan for 
a snow day at the weekend is just not on! For those of you that were able to make our joint 
webinar with PRUSAP on Thursday evening, I hope you found it worthwhile. Thanks to 
Jayne (from GOSH), Steve (Oxfordshire) and Phil (Wirral) for sharing their experiences. I will 
send through the link to the recording and put it on the website, along with the resources 
shared, as soon as I receive it. We are hoping to organise another one in the near future as 
it was well received. Although our colleagues in other types of AP are dealing with 
externalising behaviours, they are a lot of overlaps in the challenges we face and the 
solutions we develop. Watch this space! Have a good week - from all the directors at NAHE  
Exams consultation feedback - as circulated in a previous email, we would like to respond 
to the exam consultation of behalf of NAHE. If you would like to be included, please add you 
comments to the google doc here 
Post 16 transition fund - still got time to claim. Don’t miss the opportunity to claim your 
funding back - they have extended the deadline for claims until Friday 29th January. Link to 
the claim form is here  - 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/alternative-provision-year-11-transition-funding .  

Free access to Listening Books for Children’s Hospitals- The charity, Listening Books, 
are able to provide Children's Hospitals, Hospital Schools and Children's Wards with their 
service, all free of charge.  The fully funded project means that hospitals expressing interest 
will receive 3 tablets, all with access to their huge library of audiobooks (view the titles here: 
https://listening-books.overdrive.com/library/youth )  They have best-selling children's fiction 
and educational titles from Key Stage 2 up to A-level.  They also have a growing collection of 
self-help and wellbeing titles.  The service is easy to use. Once the tablet is connected to the 
internet, a child can choose a book they are interested in and begin listening to it 
immediately. They also have some offline versions available for hospitals with poor internet 
connection. A range of additional equipment will be provided, including  speakers, 
headphones, earphones and splitters, completely free of charge.  To find out more and sign 
up, email Louise at  lbarling@listening-books.org.uk. 
Oak academy virtual library - Oak Academy have now got a virtual school library in 
partnership with the Literacy Trust and are offering free books and audiobooks for pupils 
https://library.thenational.academy/  
Mental health resources - No Star to Guide me - Here is a list of resources for coping with 
Coronavirus (COVID19). Each post has links to sources of support and care, most of which 
are free and many are available in different languages and for diverse age groups. 
https://nostartoguideme.com/coronaviruscollated/  
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NAHE - Safer Internet Day forum - Scheduled: 27 Jan 2021 at 13:00 to 14:00, GMT - 
Location: Evelina Hospital School. Check the website for details 
Resources from SWGfL can be found here 
  
New Guidance - Sharing Nudes and Semi-Nudes - Previously called 'Sexting in Schools 
and Colleges', the UK Council for Internet Safety (UKCIS) have released brand new 
non-statutory guidance to respond to incidents involving the sharing of nudes and 
semi-nudes. It is in 2 parts: the first part is a one-page overview which would be good to 
share will all staff as a training update. The second part is in depth, specifically for DSL's and 
SLT's going into a number of areas such as risk-assessing, handling devices, recording etc. 
LInk HERE 
TikTok Strengthening Privacy  - On 13th Jan TikTok announced they would be making 
additional improvements to the app, specifically for younger users. All users who have 
registered as aged between 13-15 will now have their accounts set to 'private' by default, 
allowing children to make an informed choice about who they are sharing with. This is a 
good decision by TikTok, but fundamentally relies on the user indicating their correct date of 
birth at sign-up. As we all know, there are many users below the age of 13 that are using 
TikTok and all of these will have had to lie about their age in order to create an account, so 
whilst it is a step in the right direction, and certainly better than all the other popular apps out 
there, it still isn't enough. I have included a link below to more information and it might be 

useful to share this with parents. Link HERE 
  
Inclusive Digital Safety - the Inclusive Digital Safety resource is for teachers and parents of 
children and young people with SEND, who are care-experienced or LGBTQ+. This is a 
brand new hub full of superb advice and guidance. Link HERE 

CPD juke box from Independent Thinking - really useful CPD quick questions e.g. How 
can I get more laughter in my class? As a leader, how can I encourage more conversations? 
Really quick bite size CPD to share with staff - more here:  
https://www.independentthinking.co.uk/resources/posts/2021/january/cpd-juke-box/  
Covid 19 - 9 things we have learnt from scientists - interesting article in schools week 
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/covid-19-nine-things-we-learned-from-scientists-at-education-com
mittee/?mc_cid=f0ed556937&mc_eid=375c281063  
App Photomath - Take a photograph of a difficult sum, it tells you the answer and links to a 
clip to show you how to work it out - and it's free!! 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.microblink.photomath&hl=en_GB&gl=US 
Don’t forget - NAHE frequently asked questions - we have started a shared google doc 
that people can put questions onto and others can respond. I have started it off with the 
queries that came through on the group emails this week and hope that this can be a starter 
for us. I know that there will be a more efficient way of sorting this out, but this will be an 
interim solution, as we are all pushed for time. I have added in some of the questions and 
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comments from the webinar. Check out what is on the document already and add it if you 
wish! Click here 

What we learnt from Gavin Williamson’s media rounds last week 
Two weeks’ notice of reopening - Williamson told Sky News the government wanted to give 
schools “as much notice as possible” of full reopenings “so teachers can get ready, children 
can prepare, and parents can get ready”.He said he wanted to give schools a “clear two 
weeks’ notice period”. “We’ll be giving schools clear indication whether they can welcome all 
children back. We want to give schools a clear two week notice period so they can be ready 
to welcome children back. If we’re in a position where we can’t welcome all children back, so 
children can continue to deliver remote education.” The education secretary also defended 
his decision to partially close schools, which he said was in the national interest but “one I 
never wanted to take”. “We had to make that decision because of the pressure on the NHS. 
But schools were the last to close and [will] very much be the first to open.”  
…but no commitment to a date - When partial school closures were announced earlier this 
month, the government said it wanted to see them reopened after February half term. But 
Williamson continued to be non-committal on a return date when pressed on the Today 
programme. Asked if there was any “realistic prospect” of schools reopening before Easter, 
Williamson said it would happen “as soon as scientific and health advice is there”, and he 
hoped it would happen “before Easter”. 

Williamson insists schools are safe - Pressed on the safety of schools and recent claims by 
the National Education Union that the infection rate is up to two times higher in school staff 
than the general population, Williamson insisted schools were still a “safe environment to be 
in”.He also pointed to evidence from government deputy chief medical officer Dr Jenny 
Harries to the Parliamentary education committee yesterday. Harries referred to Office for 
National Statistics data, and said there was currently “no evidenced increased risk to the 
teaching profession or educational staff in schools”.“Schools have continued to be able to 
operate including in areas with very high levels of Covid in a safe and proper way,” said 
Williamson. “It’s right we put those measures in place but the statistics don’t actually go to 
point out that children or teachers are any more vulnerable than any other workforce.” 

 Are you teaching on the hospital wards, general or CAMHS? If you are, please can you 
take the time to complete our short survey on what PPE, if any, you are wearing in order to 
teach? This is so we can feedback to the Dfe. Thanks 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AzsqUINz37Axa7DT2V7HUUSbIlMbdbEUgqUOa_

SZpy8/edit#gid=0 
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