
 
Good morning everyone! We hope you had a good week last week and it was great to see so 
many of you at our webinar. Don’t forget to sign up for the bigger event on Thursday of this 
week - some of the leaders from our sector sharing their stories and practical tips. We can learn 
soooo much more from each other than we can from books or DfE guidance! 
Stay safe and well and we wish you an infection free week.  
 
Reminder - please can you remind your finance team to pay your invoices for NAHE 
membership? We are still quite a few outstanding - thanks! 
 
Leading AP during Covid -  Doing what is best for our students, staff and families - 
Thursday 21st January at 7pm 
This is a collaborative event between NAHE and PRUsAP. and focussed on leadership. The 
start will be leaders sharing case studies - and there will be a mixture from different our settings 
- followed by a panel of people who will be asking questions. I do hope you will be able to join 
us as we collaborate and learn from each other 
Get your tickets here: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/leading-ap-during-covid-tickets-136798886151 
 
Ofsted guidance on effective remote learning - Ofsted published a short guide to help school 
and trust leaders and teachers develop your remote education offer. This guidance, written by 
Professor Daniel Muijs, debunks some unhelpful myths about remote education, which are not 
based on evidence. 
  
These include that: 
  

● remote education is fundamentally different to other forms of teaching/learning 
● remote education is a different curriculum/offer to the content that would be delivered 

normally 
● the best forms of remote education are digital 
● the best way to deliver remote education is always through live lessons 
● the most important thing is pupils’ engagement 

  
None of these things are necessarily true. The short guide counters these with seven evidence-
based pointers and it is a useful read. .  
  
Also yesterday, DfE published an optional template which schools and trusts can use when 
publishing information about their remote education provision on their websites during the spring 
term. 
 
Ofsted inspections - Ofsted has reviewed plans for the inspections of schools, early years and 
further education, which were due to begin next week. Considering a change in emphasis from 
the government and clear advice to ‘act as if you have the virus’ over the next few weeks, 
Ofsted has decided that all planned inspection activity will be undertaken remotely until after the 
February half term. The new plan is for remote inspections of schools to begin from the 25th 
January, with a particular focus on how well children and learners are being educated remotely. 
Ofsted has confirmed that they will inspect schools rated ‘inadequate’ or ‘requires improvement’ 
as planned but will also follow up on complaints raised by parents across all grades of school in 
order to resolve issues. As these inspections will not involve an on-site visit, they will be unable 



to cover the full scope of a monitoring inspection. Ofsted will publish details of the inspection 
process shortly.  
Ofsted will continue to undertake on-site inspections if they have immediate concerns - for 
example about safeguarding, the leadership of a school, or a failure to provide education to 
children. 
 
Remote Education Framework – new DfE resource - DfE has published a non-statutory 
framework to help schools and trusts review remote education provision. It is important that the 
framework is not intended as a compliance or accountability tool. There is no requirement at all 
to use the framework. 
 
Resources to support remote education – from Edurio - The team at Edurio have put 
together a set of resources to support schools and trusts in the provision of remote education. 
You have to register to download a copy 
  

1. A guide to making remote education work, consisting of good practice examples from 
various CST members and reflection questions for school leaders. 

2. A report on technology use in schools during Covid-19 disruption, including a review of 
the most popular tools across various technology categories. 

3. A set of pupil, parent and staff survey templates for monitoring of remote learning that 
you can use if you are seeking stakeholder feedback through this period. 

 
London Grid for Learning free event - Building an IT Strategy for Schools and MATs” 
on the 2nd February starting at 10:00. The event is free to all School and MAT senior leaders 
and will cover all the elements required for delivering a digital strategy in a standalone 
school or Multi Academy Trust. Link to booking details can be found here 
 
Working together to safeguard children - NSPCC have produced a useful summary of the 
changes to this statutory guidance (December 2020) - you can read it here 
 
Remote learning for children with SEND and mental health resources - Lorraine Peterson 
is well known in the SEND world and has kindly made all of her resources available here 
Other resources from Special Needs Jungle can be found here 
 
Exams - consultancy on how grades should be awarded came out on Friday - check out what it 
says here:  
Good summary in Schools Week article here 
 
Recording of webinar from 12.1.21 - for those on you unable to join us last Tuesday, you can 
access a recording of the discussion and the chat here 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/rY9ZXSgomWmTpdt4GTOJ6Fq_sFHDBoNyjVRUm9ylow9It
RmpNTQLaC4wWTUCkw.oaDI4Xu95cnZtlZy 
Passcode: 2gYz4E^!  
I will ensure this is also loaded onto the website. 
 
Online safety updates - not sure how many of you subscribe to Alan McKenzie’s online safety 
bulletins, but he is now producing an information leaflet with updates which is useful. You can 
look at it here 
 



Information: Operation Encompass Teachers’ Helpline for children affected by 
domestic abuse - extended operating hours - The Operation Encompass Teachers Helpline, 
funded by Home Office and the Department for Education, has extended its operating hours from 
Monday 4 January. It is now available Monday to Friday from 8am to 1pm throughout term-time, 
including during lockdown restrictions and is available for all staff in educational settings. 
The Helpline allows staff to speak in confidence with an educational psychologist about how best to 
support children experiencing domestic abuse. 
 
More resources are available from the Operation Encompass website, including further information 
about the Helpline and a Handbook for Schools, which provides information about the impact of 
domestic abuse on children and advice on how to support them. 
 
Local government ombudsman decision  - Lincolnshire county council fined for not executing 
their section 19 duties for pupils with medical needs: 
https://www.lgo.org.uk/decisions/education/alternative-provision/20-000-588  
Summary: Mrs X complained the Council had failed to provide a suitable full-time education to her 
child, Y, who could not attend school because of anxiety and other health problems. As a result, 
Mrs X said Y has been disadvantaged educationally. The Council was at fault for not ensuring a 
suitable education for Y from October 2019 to February 2020. It should make a payment to 
acknowledge the loss of education for Y. It should also review its policies to ensure suitable 
education is in place for those who are unable to attend school or are unable to provide the 
required specialist medical evidence. 

Don’t forget - NAHE frequently asked questions - we have started a shared google doc that 
people can put questions onto and others can respond. I have started it off with the queries that 
came through on the group emails this week and hope that this can be a starter for us. I know 
that there will be a more efficient way of sorting this out, but this will be an interim solution, as 
we are all pushed for time. I have added in some of the questions and comments from the 
webinar. Check out what is on the document already and add it if you wish! Click here 

 
 
 


