
Good morning - we hope that you have had the opportunity to enjoy the spring sunshine this 
weekend. Yet another week of changes to take on board and to think about how we implement 
…..  
A colleague of  mine on Twitter this week came up with a key phrase - let’s stop talking about 
‘catch up’ and let’s talk about ‘rise up’ -  a great thought to start the week. 
Have a good one everyone 
 
Teaching in hospitals - what are your costs? We mentioned to the DfE that some of us are 
paying to ‘rent’ our spaces for teaching in the hospitals. They were very surprised at this (!). I 
have offered to put together a scoping paper with details of the scale of the costs and the health 
trusts that are charging this amount. This is education money going to prop up health budgets. 
Although we can’t promise anything, at least the dfE will be aware and may be able to take 
some action. 
Please complete the survey here 
 
Exams and teacher assessed grades - you will have seen my previous update containing the 
notes and information following our briefing with Ofqual and DfE. You can find them on the 
website too. 
There is an interesting blog here from Evidence Based Education on teacher assessed grades. 
We will be convening a get together in the next couple of weeks for us to come together and 
discuss.  
A blog to share with your pupils can be found here 
The government has confirmed there will be no requirements about the minimum amount of 
content that students must have been taught.  But heads of centres will still have to confirm in a 
declaration that students have been taught “sufficient content” to allow progression to the next 
stage of their education. 

SoS announcement on additional ‘Catch up’ funding - so who was disappointed in this 
announcement that the announcement about schools being open in the summer holidays, catch 
up funding at that point did not include any references to special schools. I am detail which 
clarifies that  
 
The one-off Recovery Premium will be allocated to schools based on the same 
methodology as the pupil premium, including an additional weighting to specialist settings, 
recognising the significantly higher per pupil costs they face.  

  
Pupil premium eligible pupils in mainstream schools will attract £145 to their school and 
pupil premium eligible pupils in special schools, AP, hospital schools and special units in 
mainstream schools will attract £290 over the 2021/22 academic year.  

  
The Recovery Premium will be paid as a grant to all state-funded primary, secondary and 
special schools in England over the 2021/22 academic year.   
The timing of the payments will be confirmed shortly.   
 
With the issue of summer schools and the attached states: 
 
The funding available for the summer schools programme supports a 2-week scheme for 
pupils most in need. The size and shape of the summer schools will be decided by school 
leaders who know best what a most effective summer school will look like for their pupils. 
We expect that most schools will want to offer a mix of academic, enrichment and 



pastoral activity to appeal to pupils and deliver the range of benefits that the evidence 
shows summer schools can deliver.  

 
Teachers will not be forced to do anything. Schools will need to determine how best to 
use the funding and staff the scheme to ensure that the extra time is used effectively: 
teachers are best placed to deliver high quality educational content. Guidance will be 
published shortly.   

AQA Unit Award Scheme - do you know about this scheme where you can accredit small 
pieces of work and they trust teachers to do the assessments? They are widely used in our 
sector but not everyone knows about them, the range available and how easy they are to 
administer and claim. We have arranged a webinar with the lead coordinators to explain, and 
some of our members giving case studies of how they have used them in our different settings. 
(If you would like to do a case study then please let me know). A leaflet about the scheme is 
attached. 
Save the date - Tuesday 20th April 4-5pm - zoom link below: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82217550020?pwd=TUt1TU9vbXZ4R1JFQ1pVYmNGWUxhdz09  
 
Meeting ID: 822 1755 0020 
Passcode: 682693 
 
National careers network is this week - what are you doing in your setting? Can you share you 
ideas? Come along to the careers lead network meeting -  
Careers lead network meeting - next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd March at 4pm. 
Details here: 
Topic: NAHE careers network meeting 
Time: Mar 3, 2021 04:00 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84049014998?pwd=eVBTZW5TRllKZC9CNTdoQlpidTZidz09  
Meeting ID: 840 4901 4998 
Passcode: 667470 
There are also some more resources in the careers section of the website 
Virtual careers fair- you can attend the usual careers fair virtually through using this link 
 
Primary teaching network- Nick has created a google form here to find out a little bit more 
about members and also to gather your views about the network. Please could you take a few 
minutes to complete this. I will be collating and sharing results so please could you do this by 
Thursday 4th March.  
Leaders - please feel free to share this google form with any colleagues who teach primary age 
children with medical needs.  
Our next meeting on Tuesday 23rd March, 4 - 5pm. Again, please do share the meeting details 
with your colleagues. 
 
Topic: NAHE Primary Teaching Network 
Time: Mar 23, 2021 04:00 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85920351574?pwd=NUZzTTNjRExNTVhZeGtZVWYwM2JSQT09 
Meeting ID: 859 2035 1574 
Passcode: 408400 



 
Anxiety based school refusal - there are some useful resources here from Lincolnshire that 
are worth checking out. There is information for parents on here too. 

Little book of wisdom - if you have 5 minutes, have a little read of this from Carol Kauffman - 
some useful reminders about how important it is to look after ourselves.  

Educating Northants conference - this all day conference brings you the views, voices, ideas 
and top tips from educators in all phases, parents, governors and university lecturers in a 
mixture of panel discussions and recorded sessions. Well worth a look. You can register here. 

Creative curriculum webinar - are you thinking about reviewing your curriculum? Then this 
free event with top speakers might be worth listening to. Rin by Independent Thinking and 
chaired by Ian Gilbert you can find out more details and register here.  

Local government ombudsman decisions involving pupils with medical needs - Kingston 
Upon Thames 

 
IT safety resources - New - Digital Citizenship Resources (EY - Primary - Sec) 
Common Sense Education (US based) have released new digital citizenship resources for UK 
schools which includes videos and lesson plans in a variety of subjects for early years, primary 
and secondary schools. I haven't had time to go through these in any depth but after a quick 
look they seem to be very useful. 
You can view all the resources HERE. 
 
For Parents - TikTok Family Safety Toolkit The DQ Institute is an American-based charity 
and, along with TikTok, have created a comprehensive TikTok Family Safety Toolkit which I'm 
sure many parents would find really helpful. It's quite a large guide (26 pages) and throughout 
there are links to digital citizenship tips and more in-depth subjects. You can download the 
guide (PDF) HERE 

 
 
 
 
  
 


