
NAHE update 8.3.21 
Good morning everyone, I hope that this update finds you all well and trying to ride the sotrom 
of ‘all schools reopen’ narrative when we have not actually been shut! It will be interesting to see 
what happens to our outreach referrals over the next few weeks and how many schools we 
enforce the ‘mandatory’ attendance - thank goodness we still have the autonomy to act in the 
best interests of our pupils! Have a good one everybody! 
 
Leaving date for Year 11 - this has been confirmed by the DfE this week -  
‘Pupils cease to be of mandatory school age on the last Friday of June in the year in which they 
turn 16.  That means that parents are not legally required to send their Y11 children to school 
after the last Friday in June, and penalties cannot be enforced.  Of course, pupils can continue 
to attend and benefit from school provision in order to prepare for the next phase of their 
learning. This will obviously be particularly important this year. The regulatory position is that 
pupils can only be removed from the school roll if “the relevant person has indicated that the 
pupil will cease to attend the school” and/or that the pupil “will cease to be of compulsory school 
age before the school next meets.  
The DfE has verbally confirmed that leaders have discretion, within reason, in this respect. It 
would seem many colleagues are considering 18th June as a reasonable date, but for some 
colleagues it is the week earlier, 11th June.  
 
Well at School resources - this is a great site with lots of useful information - free to sign up to. 
Latest blog is about pupils with medical and mental health difficulties returning to school - you 
can find it here 
 
Question from a colleague: This query has come in from Bev - please can you respond to her 
directly at bwilliamson@suttonmail.org ? 

1.       Does anyone use or has anyone used in the past, an online provider? If so would you 
recommend them or not? 
2.       Does anyone use a different template for IHCPs than the template from the DfE. If so 
please share! 

Reminder - NASEN free membership - Back in September last year, we announced an 
exciting change to our nasen membership offer – that it was to become FREE for all individuals 
across the UK. We are delighted to confirm that this free membership is now available. 
As host of the Whole School SEND Consortium, nasen will also transfer all Community of 
Practice members over to this new offer. To start accessing this new offer, you just need to 
activate your account We are committed to ensuring that expertise in SEND is available to 
each and every school and setting across the UK. This is more important now than ever before, 
as the impact of the pandemic creates continued social upheaval for families and the education 
workforce. 

NAHE response to the APPG call for evidence - rather than sending out yet another 
questionnaire we are going to convene a zoom meeting for us to discuss our responses. I think 
this will be key as otherwise we run the risk of having measures that do not work for us foisted 
upon us.  
The questions being posed can be found here. Please feel free to add in any comments 
beforehand as this will be used to collate people’s thoughts.  
 



The meeting will be on Wednesday 10th March at 4pm (zoom link below). If you cannot join 
us, please do send your thoughts through to c.kitchen@skylarkpartnershiptrust.co.uk  
 
Topic: NAHE APPG response meeting 
Time: Mar 10, 2021 04:00 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82161561558?pwd=Mzg3YXo1UXF4MXVCYTlmdTNWOVRYdz09  
Meeting ID: 821 6156 1558 
Passcode: 474615 
 
Subject network meetings 
English 
Here is the link for the next English meeting on Wednesday 10th March at 4pm. Join Zoom 
Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85960101643?pwd=dGZLMHZGb2ptUXAraGdCdkFIRFNLUT09 
Meeting ID: 859 6010 1643 
Passcode: 926047 
 
Careers 
Topic: NAHE careers network meeting - demonstration of the Career Companion bespoke 
website + discussions 
Time: Mar 17, 2021 04:00 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84801390731?pwd=LzQ1NXFoS2JaaThBVWRZYjU0UWRPUT09  
Meeting ID: 848 0139 0731 
Passcode: 904287 
 
Exams and teacher assessed grades - we sent out a summary and links to the documentation 
previously and NAHE will be represented at another meeting with Ofqual today (8th March) 
looking at some of the guidance and if anything additional is needed for our sector.  
Once the technical consultation has been completed, we will convene a discussion webinar so 
that we can share ideas and ask questions. We may also want to consider linking up with other 
similar settings for moderation purposes so that we can access some external quality assurance 
- something for you to think about!! 
 
Summary of information from DfE released in the last week 
Home testing kits 
Parents can now order their own lateral flow tests if they have children at school. This is done 
via test centres or through ordering online. Schools do not provide these kits. 
Households and bubbles of pupils, students and staff of schools and colleges: get rapid lateral 
flow tests - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
  
Testing in specialist settings 
•On the 1st March, the DfE updated its guidance: rapid asymptomatic testing in specialist 
settings. 
• This now confirms: 

➢the rollout of home testing of staff in specialist settings; 

➢the introduction of twice weekly testing of secondary aged pupils and students; 



➢changes to requirements for on-site testing via Asymptomatic Test Sites (ATS) – 

Where a child would not be able to be tested through an ATS but could be tested at 

home with support from an adult, then settings can provide home testing kits to them 

from the outset (without the pupil being tested at school with an ATS first). 
Rapid asymptomatic testing in specialist settings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
  
Educational setting status form 
From the 8th March, the DfE will be asking schools to also provide the following information for 
the educational setting status form: 

➢the number of pupils or students not on site as part of the phased return process, for the 

settings undertaking lateral flow testing; 

➢for the settings offering onsite wraparound provision, the number of pupils including 

vulnerable children in wraparound provision, pupils with an education, health and care (EHC) 

plan or social worker and the number of those who could not be offered a place. 
This should be completed by 2pm each day. 
https://onlinecollections.des.fasst.org.uk/fastform/index.jsp 
  
Attendance sub-codes 
On the 2nd March, the DfE updated the guidance: how to complete the educational setting 
status form. 
• There is now a link to a list of subcodes for recording non-attendance related to coronavirus 
(COVID-19). 
• It states that these codes have been introduced to MIS to enable schools to extract attendance 
data to complete the daily educational settings status form. 
• The use of these sub-codes is not compulsory. 
How to complete the educational setting status form - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Recording non-attendance related to coronavirus (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
  
Draft guidance on grades 
On 1st March, Ofqual launched a consultation on the draft guidance on how to generate the 
evidence used to determine grades this summer. 
• The grades submitted to exam boards must reflect a fair, reasonable and carefully considered 
judgement of the student’s performance across a range of evidence, on the curriculum content 
that they have been taught. 
• Heads of centre, heads of department and teachers are encouraged to respond to the 
consultation by 23:45 on 11th March. 
Draft guidance for heads of centre, heads of department and teachers - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Consultation on the general qualifications alternative awarding framework - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 
Other useful resources 
Richard Clutterbuck - a selection of resources to support Leadership and Management, School 
Improvement, Coaching and Mentoring. Particularly good one on CPD post remote learning.  
 



Online resilience tool The Online Resilience Tool provides a practical way for professionals to 
assess young people’s online behaviour and help them make decisions about whether that 
behaviour represents risk of harm.  
 
https://www.meetoo.help/connect Teachers help everyone, so we’re helping teachers to feel 
less stressed.  MeeToo, which has previously only been available for young people, is now 
available for teaching staff. Download the MeeToo Connect app and you can:  

● Get safe, anonymous, confidential support for your mental health and wellbeing. 
● Use your experience to support other education professionals. 
● Learn how to better support students’ mental health. 

They are providing free lifetime accounts to all educational professionals until April 2021. It’s our 
way of saying thank you to teachers and support staff for the amazing work that you have been 
doing during COVID. Sign up now on the website and get a code to share with your fellow 
staff.  

Independent thinking - what now week - all sorts of one hour clips of discussions about 
pertinent topics - could be used for CPD 

Wearing face masks whilst in school - a useful article from Brown Jacobson can be found 
here 

 
Public Health England wellbeing resources  

Developed with teachers, these short, flexible resources are underpinned by the five ways 
to wellbeing and cover the mental wellbeing strand in Relationships and Sex Education 
(RSE) and Health Education. 

● The worry tree - The worry tree tool introduces students to self-care actions 
which they can use to help them let worries go. 

● Unhelpful thoughts - Students explore and identify unhelpful thoughts and then 
use real-life scenarios to practise 'reframing' them. 

Both lesson plans include engaging animated films to help students visualise the 
techniques and include top tips for teachers delivering them virtually. You can sign up to 
the School Zone and download them here 
 
Protect Duty consultation - have your say on how you think the Protect Duty can keep 
people safe in public places, including schools.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


