
NAHE update 15.3.21 
 
Good morning everyone - hope you have had a positive experience in the first week of 
reopening (even though we have been open throughout) and for those of you providing an 
outreach service, that you are not overrun with new referrals of children and young people too 
anxious to return to school! Ongoing challenging times for us all! 
Action for Happiness’s Mindful March top tip today is ‘Stop, breathe and just notice. Repeat…’ - 
seems like a good tip for the week. Hope it’s a good one ‘ 
 
NAHE are recruiting new directors  - this is an attractive opportunity for a dynamic person to 
join our board of directors. Would you like to play a more active part in the running of NAHE? Do 
you have the time to commit to additional work on top of your day job? Do you want to be able 
to share your expertise and knowledge with others in the sector? Could you provide other 
professionals in hospital education with support and guidance? 
 
If you answered ‘yes’ to any of those questions above, and want to facilitate strategic 
development of the organisation, then you may be interested in the vacancies that have arisen 
to be one of the directors of NAHE. Please express your interest by contacting Cath on 
07894885686 or c.kitchen@skylarkpartnershiptrust.co.uk or if you want more information about 
the role. You can find details about the role of the director on the website.  
 
If there are more expressions of interest than there are vacancies, we may have to hold a vote. 
 
Exam update - we are waiting for the outcome of the technical consultation and have been 
promised materials from the exam boards before the end of the month. If you have not yet seen 
these slides from JCQ, they are a really useful summary. Slide 7 and 11 have an indicative 
timeline and slides 8 and 9 outline the assessment material we can expect.  
 
Careers subject network - please let your careers leads know! 
Topic: NAHE careers network meeting 
Time: Mar 17, 2021 04:00 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 848 0139 0731 
Passcode: 904287 
 
Maths subject network 
Thursday 18th March 2021 
4-5pm 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 871 4200 5296 
Passcode: 076042 
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Help for a colleague - anyone in providing education in hospital schools has a template that 
they use to provide a report or review of the academic year that they would be willing to share? 
Please contact Joanne.Betts@walthamforest.gov.uk at Waltham Forest if you have - she would 
be really grateful! 
 
Workforce fund 
•On the 10th March, the DfE published guidance: coronavirus (COVID-19) workforce fund for 
schools and colleges. 
• This allows schools to submit a claim for eligible costs related to staff absences during the 
period 1st November to 31st December 2020. 
• Where staff absences are no longer manageable using existing staff and resources, and 
schools meet all other criteria set out, schools can claim for funding to help meet additional 
staffing costs as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19), for the period of this fund. 
• You cannot claim against this fund if your reserves are above 4% of the school’s annual 
income. 

● There are also absence rate thresholds set out. 
● Schools must be experiencing: 

➢A total teacher and leader absence rate at or above 20% on a given day OR… 
➢a lower total teacher and leader absence rate of 10% or above but have been 
experiencing this for 15 or more consecutive school days. 

• The thresholds for special schools and AP are 15% and 10% respectively. 
• There are multiple worked examples in the guidance for how this works. You can claim on this 
form before the deadline of 23:59 on 31st March 2021. 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) workforce fund for schools and colleges - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Coronavirus (COVID 19) workforce fund claim start - Section 1 - DFE Online Forms 
(education.gov.uk) 
  
BBC bitesize 
• The BBC will continue providing learning support for teachers and pupils into the summer 
months. 
• A three-hour Bitesize Learning Zone will be launched on CBBC and BBC iPlayer on school 
days, including new episodes of Bitesize Daily. 
• This means that the Bitesize Learning Zone will continue to be on TV for those without internet 
access. 
• From June, it will include new episodes of Bitesize Daily Primary, focusing on maths and 
English, offering primary school children detailed catch-up lessons in these subjects. 
• Episodes of Bitesize Daily Secondary will also continue to be available on BBC iPlayer and for 
students in years 10 and 11. 
BBC announces new Bitesize learning plans - BBC News 
  
Pupils with positive home tests 
• Advice for pupils (secondary) using lateral flow device (LFD) tests at home, after the initial 
on-site LFD tests, is: 
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➢if pupils have a positive LFD test at home, a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test 
should be booked to confirm this; 

➢pupils and families of a positive LFD test taken at home should isolate until the result 
of the PCR is known. 

➢if a pupil then receives a positive confirmatory PCR test, the pupil needs to continue to 
isolate at home; 

➢if the PCR is negative, then the pupil can go back to school. 
• LFD tests taken at school, supervised by staff, do not require a PCR test and a negative PCR 
result does not override the in-school test. 
  
Safeguarding and remote education 
• On the 10th March, the DfE updated its guidance: safeguarding and remote education during 
coronavirus (COVID-19). 
• This now has more information, support and resources to help keep children and young people 
safe online, including harmful online risks. 
• It also gives advice on live streaming lessons including that the DfE do not believe that live 
lessons pose additional safeguarding risks if done correctly. 
• This update also contains more useful links on safeguarding and remote education such as: 
Digital Wellbeing of Learners; Professionals Online Safety Helpline; and the NSPCC. 
Safeguarding and remote education during coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
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